Minnetonka Public Schools

World Languages


[School Name]

Course Syllabus

Level 1, Spanish

Instructor: [insert name]


Email: ….@Minnetonka.k12.mn.us

Room:  [insert #]



Phone:
  952.401.XXXX


Text: Realidades 1


Course Description

Students in this new middle level course will study basic practical vocabulary, grammar, culture, and pronunciation.  One important component in the classroom is the teacher’s use of the second language in order to enhance the development of good listening skills.  Students will learn to express themselves and communicate with others on topics closely related to their own experiences and daily life.  Students will do some reading and writing related to the units that are being studied.  Students will explore culture through songs, current events, useful phrases and movies.  Skits, dialogues, games, partner/group activities, videos, and technology supplement the student textbook and foster increased language use.  

Upon successful completion of this course, students have the following options for grade 9 at Minnetonka High School (MHS):


*B- or above—students should go to 2x


*C+ or less—students should go to 2g 


*F—students should repeat level 1 at MHS or choose a new language



Materials required

Three-ring binder, loose-leaf paper, writing utensils, dictionary (optional for home use), Realidades textbook and workbook.    

Students will have access to an on-line version of the textbook at www.phschool.com (high speed internet connection recommended).



Course Content

Quarter 1 (Para empezar – Chapter 2A)

A. Culture

a. (Para empezar)  Arabic origins of numbers; how the Spanish alphabet has changed; basic courtesies – history; names – saint days and last names; how dates are expressed on the calendar and abbreviated; discussion of Aztec calendar

b. (Chapter 1A)  gustar = to please vs. to like; brief history of Spanish empire; understand cultural objectives on favorite activities

c. (Chapter 1B)  understand cultural objectives of friendship; African and European influence in the Caribbean

d. (Chapter 2A)  introduction to Mexico; familiar and formal “you” (singular and plural); comparison of Hispanic and American schools; Latin roots of English and Spanish words;

B. Grammar

a. (Para empezar)  Emphasis in the first two weeks is on aural recognition, not grammar.

b. (Chapter 1A)  Verb GUSTAR and –ar infinitives; cognates; negation; -ar, -er, -ir groups of verbs; expressing agreement/disagreement and likes/dislikes.

c. (Chapter 1B)  Adjective agreement, placement of descriptive adjectives, sentence structure with the verb GUSTAR, singular definite/indefinite articles.

d. (Chapter 2A)  Subject pronouns, -ar verbs (all forms) in the present tense.

C. Speaking

a. (Para empezar)  Greet people at different times of the day; introductions; use the Spanish alphabet to spell words; ask questions about new words and phrases.

b. (Chapter 1A)  Express likes/dislikes; ask others what they like to do.

c. (Chapter 1B)  Discuss personality traits.

d. (Chapter 2A)  Talk, read, listen to and understand school schedules and subjects; discuss what students do during the day; ask and tell who is doing an action; oral practice of –ar verb conjugations.

D. Thematic Vocabulary

a. (Para empezar)  Introductory vocabulary: numbers, alphabet, basic courtesies, dates, names, classroom objects, classroom commands.

b. (Chapter 1A)   Sports and leisure activities.

c. (Chapter 1B)  Personality traits.

d. (Chapter 2A)  School subjects; adjectives to describe classes; items needed for class; ordinal numbers; subject pronouns; -ar verbs.

E. Writing

a. (Semester project)

F. Listening.  Students will listen to: recorded native speakers via CD/video/ DVD; songs; and instructor.

Quarter 2 (Chapters 2B – 4A)

A. Culture

a. (Chapter 2B)  Understand cultural perspectives on school; non-verbal communication; introduction to Central America.

b. (Chapter 3A)   Understand cultural perspectives on meals; introduction to South America; present healthy food choices.

c. (Chapter 3B)  Understand cultural perspectives on diet, health and markets; more on South America.

d. (Chapter 4A)  Understand cultural perspectives on leisure activities; Latin origin of days of the week; Hispanic influence in the United States.

B. Grammar

a. (Chapter 2B)  Learn to use and conjugate the verb ESTAR; express possession; pluralize nouns; plural definite/indefinite articles.

b. (Chapter 3A)  Learn to use and conjugate –er/-ir verbs; me/te gustan/encantan; frequency adverbs; nouns modifying other nouns.

c. (Chapter 3B)  Learn to use and conjugate SER; plural forms and placement of descriptive adjectives; learn to tell time.

d. (Chapter 4A)  Present tense (all forms) of IR; a+el=al; question words and placement; 

C. Speaking

a. (Chapter 2B) Describe a classroom and indicate where objects are located; talk about one or more object or person; oral practice of the verb ESTAR.

b. (Chapter 3A)   Talk about food and beverages for breakfast and lunch; discuss likes and dislikes; express how often something is done; oral practice of –er/-ir verb conjugations.

c. (Chapter 3B)  Talk about food and beverages for dinner; describe what people or things are like; oral practice of the verb SER and time.

d. (Chapter 4A)  Talk about locations of places in the community; discuss leisure activities; talk about where you go and with whom; learn how to ask questions; oral practice of the verb IR.

D. Thematic Vocabulary

a. (Chapter 2B)  Classroom objects, prepositional phrases.

b. (Chapter 3A)   Food/ beverages and meals; numbers; frequency adverbs; -er/-ir verbs.

c. (Chapter 3B)  Food/beverages and dinner; forms of SER; clock times.

d. (Chapter 4A)  Places; leisure activities; days of the week; question words.

E. Writing

a. Semester project

F. Listening.  Students will listen to: recorded native speakers via CD/video/ DVD; songs; and instructor.

Quarter 3  (Chapters 4B-6A)

A. Culture

a. (Chapter 4B)  Understanding cultural perspectives on school activities; more Hispanic influence in the United States.

b. (Chapter 5A)  Understanding cultural perspectives on families and celebrations; 15th birthday for girls in Hispanic societies.

c. (Chapter 5B)  Understanding cultural perspectives on family celebrations; metric system; cultural significance of meals.

d. (Chapter 6A)  Understand cultural perspectives on homes.

B. Grammar

a. (Chapter 4B)  Learn to use the immediate future ( ir + a + infinitive); JUGAR (present tense, all forms); ESTAR and adjectives of health and emotion; adjective agreement.

b. (Chapter 5A)  TENER (all forms) in the present tense; possessive adjectives; telling age with TENER.

c. (Chapter 5B) VENIR (all forms) in the present tense; differences between SER and ESTAR; adjectives ending in ísimo

d. (Chapter 6A)  o>ue stem-changing verbs, comparisons, superlatives.

C. Speaking

a. (Chapter 4B)  Talk about activities outside of school; extend, accept and decline invitations; tell when an event happens; tell how one feels, oral practice of the immediate future and JUGAR.

b. (Chapter 5A)  Describe families; talk about celebrations and parties; ask and tell ages, express possession with possessive adjectives.

c. (Chapter 5B)  Describe family members and friends using correct adjective placement and agreement; talk about family celebrations; ask politely to have something brought to you; order a meal in a restaurant; oral practice of the verbs VENIR, SER, ESTAR.

d. (Chapter 6A)  Talk about your bedroom, describe bedroom items and electronic equipment, make comparisons.

D. Thematic Vocabulary

a. (Chapter 4B)  Leisure activities, times during which events take place, health and emotion adjectives.

b. (Chapter 5A)  Family and party vocabulary; possessive adjectives.

c. (Chapter 5B)  Restaurant vocabulary, physical description vocabulary, adjectives ending in   ísimo.

d. (Chapter 6A) Bedroom vocabulary, electronic devices vocabulary, colors.

E. Writing  (semester project)

F. Listening.  Students will listen to: recorded native speakers via CD/video/ DVD; songs; instructor; and video mystery.

Quarter 4  (Chapters 6B-7B)

A. Culture

a. (Chapter 6B)  Understanding cultural perspectives on different types of housing.

b. (Chapter 7A)  Understanding cultural perspectives on shopping; nonverbal communication; bargaining; currency.

c. (Chapter 7B)  Understanding cultural perspectives on gift giving; brief history of New World.

B. Grammar

a. (Chapter 6B)  Familiar affirmative commands; present progressive tense (all forms).

b. (Chapter 7A)  E>ie stem-changing verbs (present tense) in all forms; demonstrative adjectives.

c. (Chapter 7B)  Preterite of –ar verbs and irregular yo form; direct object pronouns

C. Speaking

a. (Chapter 6B)  Identify rooms in the house and household chores; tell where you live; use familiar affirmative commands, oral practice using present progressive and familiar affirmative commands.

b. (Chapter 7A)  Talk about clothes, shopping and prices; describe your plans; talk about what you want/prefer; point out specific items; oral practice of stem-changing verbs.

c. (Chapter 7B)  Talk about buying gifts, tell what happened in the past, use direct object pronouns, oral practice using –ar verbs in the preterite and the irregular yo form.

D. Thematic Vocabulary

a. (Chapter 6B)  Household chore vocabulary, verbs related to household vocabulary.

b. (Chapter 7A)  Clothing; numbers to 1000; demonstrative adjectives

c. (Chapter 7B)  Clothing; gifts; places that end with  -ería.

E. Writing  Semester project

F. Listening.  Students will listen to: recorded native speakers via CD/video/ DVD; songs; instructor; and video mystery.



Grading Policies—for all level 1, grade 8 courses (Chinese, French, German, and Spanish)
OVERALL COMPONENT OF GRADE

a) Assessments 70-75%

b) Daily Work/Homework  15-20%
c) Oral assessments 10%
Component 1 of overall grade—Range of percent of grade 70-75%
Assessments—In order to show mastery of content in the 8th grade Minnetonka World Languages courses, students will—

· complete written exams over specific topics;

· write compositions in a variety of formats;

· complete oral exams in a variety of formats;

· complete listening activities;

· give oral presentations in a variety of formats.

Students should expect a quiz/test per week.

Component 2 of overall grade—Range of percent of grade 15-20% 

Daily Work—In order to continue the development of language skills on a daily basis, students are assigned on a regular basis (2-5 X week) homework.  The purpose of homework is—

· to reinforce concepts presented in class;

· to increase the retention of concepts presented in class;

· to develop study skills for further language study.

Homework may include practice sheets, on-line activities, reading the textbook in the target language, and memorizing information.  Homework is graded on a scale of 0-5 points per assignment.  Late work is not accepted.  However, students will have two opportunities for making up missed assignments.

Note: Due to the structure of Chinese, the homework piece may be adjusted.

Component 3 of overall grade—Range of percent of grade  10%
Oral assessment—The purpose of a participation grade is to encourage students to use their language skills and improve those skills by conversing with the teacher and peers in the target language.  This may include volunteering to answer questions, leading and/or participating in discussions in small and large groups, and using the target language with their peers and teacher.
· Determination of the grade—The yearlong grade is determined by the average of quarters 1-4.



General Expectations

[insert teacher’s classroom expectations]

1.

2.

